  SIRAJ ZAIDI

 ACTOR / DIRECTOR/ RADIO / TV.PRESENTER / WRITER.

Website: www.BollywoodIreland.com  

Email: szaidi@oceanfree.net 

  A trained and qualified Actor Siraj Zaidi was born in Lucknow - INDIA in 1961.  
He is married and has two sons age six and two

Nationality: Irish  

Siraj Zaidi (B.Sc & LAMDA) is a post-graduate of The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, specialising in performing Arts. After LAMDA Siraj spent two years with the BBC World Service as an actor- Broadcaster. Since 1986, he has made Ireland his home and worked in theatre, radio, TV and film. He is the Chief Executive and Managing Director of Bollywood Ireland Limited, a film and television production company that he formed in 1989. Later he formed a film distribution company in 1999.  Nineteen years ago he has planted a seed, and proposed to RTE a Multi-Culture programme on the Irish National Television, he tirelessly campaigned for this programme. MONO in 2000, the first   multicultural series on RTE 1 Television was the result.  

He has made contribution to the Irish Government department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands new documents “Towards A new Framework for the Arts” A Review of Arts Legislation (2000). He severed for five years as an executive member on the Dublin City Community Forum, a part of the Dublin City Development Board – 2012 Plan. He was a chairperson of the Cultural Cluster of the Dublin City Community Forum.  He has conceived, commissioned and completed a feasibility study on the Ireland’s first National Multi-Cultural Centre for the Dublin City Corporation.
In 1990, in conjunction with the Dublin Chamber of Commerce, he organised the first international seminar on the Irish Film Industry and presented a paper.

In 1991, during the 43rd International Film Festival in Cannes, he represented Ireland at the Commonwealth/ELCP Co-Production Colloquium. 

In 1994, his development and pre-production work on the film ‘Honey and Saffron’ was selected from Ireland for inclusion in ‘World Cinema,’ the British Film Institute’s special cinema century publication. 

He has worked in Irish national television RTE’S longest running television series FAIRCITY where he played Dr. Patel and Professor Karmani.  Worked in many short films that won several awards in European film festival, he has worked in several Hollywood Films made in Ireland …such as the tailor of PANAMA, In the name of the Father…to name but a few. He is local celebrity and well known in Ireland from his work in films and Television. 

The love affair with the radio started way back in All India Radio In Lucknow and than in Delhi …with drama department, he continues his radio passion with BBC world services, while still a drama graduate student at the LAMDA, he worked with the Hindi service at the London’s BBC Bush House studios and acted in radio plays…and earn his name by playing Sir Humphrey …in a famous Yes Minister’s radio adaptation…later he became voice over artist in Ireland and acted in several radio plays. He now has in own radio show – Dhalti Shaam…that he present and produce at the Dublin’s South 93.3 FM. 
Siraj has produced and directed many live stage shows of Classical Indian Music and Dance. He made a great literary connection in Dublin in 1998 when he produced, Directed and acted in a play called Chitra, written in English by Rabindernath Tagore. There was a great friendship between Tagore and W.B. Yeats. This friend ship was revived when Siraj made a contact with the Anne Yeats – the daughter of W.B., who knows Tagore as a child… Mr.Dhodey the then Indian Ambassador to Ireland and Siraj presented a copy of this play to Anne Yates in 1998 at the Dublin Writer’s Museum…

ACTING:
The Quane’s Laundry: New Theatre. April 2010 
The Clinic – RTE TV medical Soap – 2008.

Fair City – The longest Running Soap on Irish TV RTE. 2003 and 2006.  
          TURNING GREEN - 2005

           FULL CIRCLE (short) – Director Simon Fitzmoris 2002



           TAILOR OF PANAMA - Director John Boorman 2000

 
HALF EMPTY HALF FULL – Short film Clarence Picture 1999 for Hamburg short film competition. 


TV/RADIO voice-over and television documentary presentation.

THE BOXER (Director Jim Sheridan) Universal Studios, Hollywood Los Angeles, USA.

CHITRA in Dublin Writer’s Museum – Arjun

BLINDER (award winning short film) – doctor.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATER (award-winning movie directed by Jim Sheridan).

THE GOVERNOR (ITV Series). Dir. Linda La-plant.

CELADON CUP (RTE TV drama) – Turkish businessman.

GLENROE (RTE TV, 7th series 1992); popular Irish soap.

THE SNOWMAN killing (RTE RADIO DRAMA) – LEAD NARRATOR.

THE BLUE PASTURES (BBC TV film) – militant student leader.

THE CHERRY ORCHARD (Chekhov) at the West End Theatre, 

London – Yahsa.

DIAPERS INDIA (cinéma commercial)

YES MINISTER (in adaptation) for BBC World Service – Sir Humphrey; and many other roles.

DIRECTOR:
RAMADAN: Hungry for God: Presenter. RTE / Kairos; 2009. See on U tube

Directed over 100 drama feature programmes for the BBC World Service (radio) in London.

Assistant Director, Morley College Drama School in London.

Artistic Director, CDP Community Drama Project in Dublin.

Directed many repertory and workshop theatre productions including:

THE CARETAKER by Harold Pinter at the CRC Arts Centre, Delhi.

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM by William Shakespeare at the CRC Arts Centre, Delhi.

BLOODY POETRY by Howard Brenton at the Hampstead Theatre Club, London.

CHITRA by R.N. Tagore in the Dublin Writer’s Museum (in which he also acted and played the lead).

PRODUCER:
AWAY AND HOME 6 x 30” part television documentary series for RTE and World TV (1997). On the theme of returned Irish Immigrants.


OUR VIEW – International TV documentary (2 hour) 4 x 30” (1998). In the wake of the Peace Process and the Omaha bombing, “Our View” depicted the state of affairs in Northern Ireland. Seen through the eyes of the international communities in the region, leading politicians as well as people belonging to the established immigrant communities coming from diverse backgrounds were filmed for this programme in Derry, Belfast, Newry and other parts of Northern Ireland. Broadcasted on UTV and TGV during August & September 1999 in a weekday prime time slot.


Produced and presented several live shows and concerts of Indian music and dance in Dublin, and London.


HEERA GROUP – London, at the Temple bar Music centre, Dublin, 1999.


Yash and Group – Bombay- India, at the Temple bar Music Centre, Dublin, 2003 


Edward Saeed – Feature Documentary – 2009 

DEVELOPING:
Tallaghtfornia. Feature film – 2009 


Long Journey– short film.


Honey and Saffron - a Feature Film

AUTHER:
LONG JOURNEY – short film script


HONEY AND SAFFRON – Feature Film Script


BORN WITHOUT CONSENT – Film Treatment – Science Fiction THE COLLAPS – TV Documentary – based upon the true story of an International bank.


INVINCIBLE – Film Treatment - Fiction based upon a true story. 


THE GLOBE MOVEMENT: Non-fiction book, on the global immigration phenomenon, and the concept of fortress Europe.


Several papers and articles in various magazines and in an international book – “The World Cinema.”


OTHER:
Lecturer, Trinity College Drama Department, Dublin (Guest Lecturer 1992) in Professor John McCormick’s class.


Visiting lecturer at Various Acting Institutes. 


Lecturer – Performing Arts at Alliance Francaise, Dublin.


Lecturer in Radio Drama and Broadcasting, Newman College, Dublin – Curriculum developer director and lecturer, course concentrating on script development, role of the director and creative departments, Advanced Technology College, Dublin. (private college) Lectured at several VEC colleges in Dublin. Drama Soc. UCD.  He writes occasionally for Ireland’s Multicultural News Paper Metro Eireann and serving as a member of MAMA Award judging panel.


 In 2003 He has promoted Ireland, on behalf of the Wicklow Film Commission, and Irish Tourist Industry, as an attractive film location to the Indian film Indusrty.He has presented several Live Cultural Stage shows on stage in Ireland.  


Launched Successfully “Bollywood Films” and a web site www.BollywoodIreland.com in Dublin, which can now be seen regularly at the Ormonde Cinema, UCI and Savoy Cinema.  He has produced several, musical and dance shows in Dublin, and has appeared on the local (television RTE Q&A / Midnight Court and TV3 Breakfast show) on several occasions as a guest.  Featured in a RTE’s Mono and Capitol D series. He contributes regularly as guests on News Talk 106 Fm and on RTE Radio 1.  Twice guest, Oslo Film Festival – 2008, 2009. 

Organised and financed a film retrospective of Actor Saeed Jaffrey,  and Shabana Azmi at the Irish Film Institute IFI, Dublin, where Mr JAFFREY launched his Autobiography- An Actor’s Journey, later he appeared on the Late…Late. Show. (6Oct. 2000) On TV3. On Slum Dog Millionaire

Radio Producer and presenter for a radio programme at the Dublin South FM Radio (93.9 FM).  English / Hindi/Urdu language show SHAAM DHALE (film music and talk) every Sat Live @ 4:00 pm.  
	Conceived and Launching the first Indian Film Festival of Ireland - IFFI 2010. 

	 For Acting: Agent: TN ENTERPRISES. Dublin Web: www.tnenterprises.com
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